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FORDIAN SLIPS: A Seminar for Wri 
Who Like to Talk about Writing sane 
but Don’t Like to Write 


“Will this semester 
never end?” — Ford 


Throughout the ages, as greatness is recognized and legends take shape, it has often 

5 been necessary to reconstruct the passages, stories, or feats which have brought an 

1g individual to recognizable achievement. In modern times the tradition of rehashery is 

alive and well. For example, the immortalization of yesteryear’s folk heroes in “Best of” 

collections, endless documentaries on sports figures, and the tall tales of heroics and 

q womanizers in smoky bar-rooms. And now, this —a reconstruction of some of the more 
et memorable utterings from the throat of the magnanimous: FRANK B. FORD. 


“You can’t say life is boring.” 


“The first two or three lines constitute a contract with the reader, so make the first 
ones count.” 


“A stamp collector + a womanizer = a philandering philatelic.” 
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= “Space, idea, form, graphics—the white or open space is as important as the dark. To 
ras draw a tree, draw everything but the tree —what's left is the tree.” 


“If you see a chance, take it thirty-five ways on the way.” 


“Write dramatically, not grammatically.” 
~ “I can’t say what I can’t say because that would divulge it.” 


5 agraphing after each speaker is a handy-dandy method of continuation, as well as 
being grammatically correct.” 
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“Pm one of the world’s experts on adverbs. Adverbs are not usually necessary.” 


Wednesday, class becomes a textbook in effect.” 
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_ Onprocrastination: “You guys would rather sit up all night and watch it than work all 


es papers: “I throw them all up in the air and whatever sticks to the 


_ night to get it.” 

3 3 ? “I know where everything is on this desk.” 

3 Frank: “It needs to be more real.” 

Meg: “But I don’t know how.” 

Frank: “You were there. You knew it, so just do it.” 

_ “T fell off my bike in slow motion. Luckily, I was wearing three layers of clothes.” 
“How can you be All-American? You’ve never known one.” 

“We have no secrets.” 

“Money is of great intereet to me—I study rich people.” 

“Td like to order this book on Bee sstination, but I just can’t get around to it.” 


“Bullshit is better than unimaginative, analytical learning.” 


“Most students think and are thorough, but they wouldn’t know an original idea if it bit 
them in the ass.” 


“Old Eastern Proverb: Tell the truth and run.” 

| “Every institution makes you lie.” 

“Be sincere even though you don’t mean it.” 

“Think of a poem as a telegram: you pay for every word.” 


When asked the reason why he was wearinga suitcoat: “If they’re going to put me in 
prison [South Campus Registration], I have to put on the uniform.” 


Me: “What are you looking at?” 
Frank: “The middle distance.” 


“That’s my niece.” 


“Now write the novel.” 
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When a student seems about to become hysterical over completing the Fordian 
assignment: “Drop all those Mickey Mouse courses.” 


ee ae “To Frank from all: “NOW YOU WRITE THE NOVEL.” 


